IHe sailed from Spain on August 3rd, 1492 and made landed in what would become known as the “New World” on October 12th.  He never did step foot on mainland America, but rather on a small island in the Bahamas, as the Gulf Stream had wafted his boats in this direction.  
As we all know, Columbus was under the delusion that he had landed in Asia, and he named it San Salvador.  The natives, who had seen the ships from afar, were waiting for him when he disembarked.

“I, in order that they might feel great amity towards us, because I knew that they were a people to be delivered and converted to our Holy Faith rather by love than by force, gave to some among them some red caps and some glass beads, which they hung around their necks, and many other things of little value.  At this they were greatly pleased, and become so entirely our friends that it was a wonder to see.  

Afterwards, they came swimming to the ships’ boats, where we were, and brought us parrots and cotton thread in balls, and spears and many other things, and we exchanged for them other things, such as small glass beads and hawks bells, which we gave to them.

In fact, they took all and gave all, such as they had, with good will, but it seemed to me that they were a people deficient in everything.  They all go naked as their mother bore them,  and the women also, although I saw only one very young girl.  And all those whom I did see were youths, so that I did not see one who over thirty years of age; they were all very well built, with very handsome bodies and very good faces.  Their hair is coarse almost like the hairs of a horse’s tail and short; they wear their hair down over their eyebrows, except for a few strands behind, which they wear long and never cut. 

Some of them are painted black, and they are the color of the people of the Canaries, neither black nor white, and some of them are painted white, and some of them red and some in any color they can find.

Some of them paint their faces, some their whole bodies, some only the eyes, and some only the nose.  They do not bear arms or know them for I showed them swords and they took them by the blade and cut themselves through ignorance.  They have no iron.  Their spears are certain reeds, without iron, and some of these have a fish tooth at the end, while others are pointed in various ways.  

They are all generally fairly tall, good looking and well proportioned.  I saw some who bore marks of wounds on their bodies, and I made signs to them to ask how this came about, and they indicated to me that people came from other islands, which are near, and wished to capture them, and they defended themselves.  

And I believed, and still believe that they come here from the mainland to take them for slaves.  They should be good servants and of quick intelligence, since that I see that they very soon say all that is said to them, and I believe hat they would easily be made Christians, for it appeared to me that they had no creed.  

Our Lord willing, at the time of my departure I will bring back six of them to Your Highnesses,  that they may learn to talk.  I saw no beast of any kind in this island except parrots.
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